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Moderator, Murray Thomson: Dave Peabody: Monitors civil-military cooperatian
has a number of articles .... on ... in the Journati@tegic studies.

First Panel Speaker: Mr. David Peabody: Underlying assumptions:
1. I have been asked to explain Afghanistan in 10 tesu
2. | do not have a military background, and have n&een in Afghanistan.
3. I am also not defending or arguing for the Canadigssion in Afghanistan. | am
only describing what the situation is and whatrthssion currently looks like.
4. | will reflect on where CPS would fit in.

(Insert his slide presentation)
The main purpose of the mission is to establipheaence... including central

government ..set up and be seen... Also to engagtdenforces. Military civic activities:
schools, roads, supplies deliveries. ...SAT advigifghan government. Since they have



been there, there have been numerous engagemeltsddsa... Sept - Oct. ....
Considered a success.... Taliban last year aimeaktodver Kandahar city. ...Special
forces pushed these people out of area, infliceslyr damage, including on civilians.
Although diverted Taliban, then kinetic... they wémpick a fight and they got one. The
military realized they cannot keep blowing up casils . This is not helping their mission.
NATO recognized this too. Baz Tsuka... less kmeti Distinguished between Tier 1
and Tier 2 Taliban (Tier 1, hard core, could najoteate with them; Tier 2, economic,
fighting for pay check, could negotiate with thempverty is a factor so they could be
won over. This operation less kinetic. Did not goling for fight. Brought aid.
Checkpoint. Initial reports look like they had mumdtter results than in Operation
Medusa. There, when our troops left, the Talibanvedaight back in. This time, the
Taliban has not yet moved back in. A lot of peapleore that the Taliban is a strategic
force, with plans, so it is too early to tell ifrgally has been a success.

Where would CPS fit it? MOFA is there working wlttal govts and leaders....trying to
get a handle: CIDA on development (medium and kenign, and larger national
programs) RCMP (training in law enforcement). USAdidvides projects. There is a lot
of conflict between CIDA and USAID about who is dgiwhat properly. PRT is said to
have had a slow start. Things seem to be getttognnotion now. We cannot measure
this in terms of months. This is a long term prajec

CIMIC — military units interface with local pop, pele, governments, NGO’s. Has
projects, assessment. Not in implementing itseif,ibb identifying and contracting locals
to do it, giving compensation for destroyed fiedds. Reports back: mixed success.
And lessons learned. Becoming more influentiahimithe battle groups bodies, hearts
and minds.

CIMIC: challenges, inconsistencies. No unified noeliblogy for CIMIC operation.
Individual interpretations remain. Short and poandhovers between rotations. Once
people there for 6 months and know how to buy begdzhkery, they are rotated and do
or do not hand over, sometimes in 2 hours. Lesk@maed are not being spread out.

Civilian Peace Servicewould CPS work with SAT?

Become part of PRT (if we had a department of pgawdably yes)

Mandate? Bilateral? NGO’s? UN? How would CPS worthwmnilitary? Would they?
Would they have to? They are a soft target. Thé@altarget NGO’s..because they are
easy to attack, and any attack has a big impadh&bGO'’s pull out ...

Moderator Murray Thomson:

If | had been a Minister in three departmentspuid have thought the rest of my life
would be over. Her life is just sort of beginnigora MacDonald..has been in
Afghanistan on 9 different occasions, with a foonsAfghan women and their situation.
| give you the Hon. Flora MacDonald.

Second Panel Speaker, Flora MacDonald:It was a great pleasure to hear Dr. Galtung,
especially when he said: "Do, but make sure youuraln.” Because so often | see



people going into countries -- going in with gredentions, but they don’t always
understand the impact of what they do. So they nodalways be right. I'm not sure

I’'m the right person to be speaking to this: thageeprofessional concept. I'm not a
peace professional, or a Quaker! This does not rhean’t be involved. Afghanistan
could certainly benefit from peace professionatpdak to women and how they
continually do the work of encouraging peace.dtfiwent back in Feb 2001. In 1988, |
couldn’t get in. The Taliban was still in power2001 and it was a very different
atmosphere to get into. The way you were curtaiiegetting around was a shock to me;
or to make sure | was completely covered up bdfarent out into the street. | seldom
ran across any other women on the street.

Later that year, things had changed considerablitabul, they were primarily dressed

in the burka. Westerners make a lot out of a bufkay have been wearing it for 500
years. Who am | or any one else to say how theyldhidress? We do not understand the
complexity of that country; the history of that edty. Canadians are being given a most
unbalanced view on Afghanistan. The focus is hgaonil Kandahar, with our troops
there. | don’'t argue about that. | have visitechwiite military; made it a point of
interacting with them. | have invited General ??ta.come and have dinner with me and
Afghan people so he could see what they are alitalBut | think it is so important for us
to realize that Kandahar is only One of 40 progsof Afghanistan. What is happening
in the other 39? How are people reacting? Whdtes thood?

The first | learned is the variety of culturesohte at this from a background of having
heard of Afghanistan from my childhood. My graritliex was stationed in the Khyber.
He was with the Black Watch. (He would only go wati$cottish not an English
regiment!) The fact is that what is happening & test of Afghanistan really intrigues
me. You have to be a student of the history of gnésat country which goes back for
1000s of years.

When Alexander the Great used it as through-wdgdi@, he was not the first. There
have been many migrations since. Afghans are vetlyaware of their history. Their oral
traditions have passed information from generatogeneration. Young people can tell
you about battles that happened hundreds of ygars a

It is a very conservative society. Very heavily emdbminated. It is said to have a
population of 30m people -- almost the size of @ana but without any background
data to back it up. This is an estimate. The haerto census for years. It is a country
that has been in continuous conflict from 1979hwidrious invasions: the USSR, civil
war, mujehadin fighting several tribes. During thate 2m people killed, most of them
men. The number of widows is in the hundreds ofisamds, with many hundreds of
thousands more children.

This effort to get involved with that group took rieeAfghanistan. CARE Canada,
CARE International, has been working there sind@1%ithout ever having left. While |
appreciate what the military in Kandahar is doithgyelopment is not something you can
do on a 6-month rotating basis....



When | first went to Afghanistan, it was to interradgth some of these widows. Every
month they would come to four stations in Kabulenehthey were given a bag of wheat
flour, lentils, oil and sugar. They had to haverfohildren under the ages of 16 to
gualify. When they came, they were lined up incstines. They were not allowed to talk
to one another. There were strict rules. No mereva#owed there, which is why | was
allowed in. That was while the Taliban was in cohtLater that year, things were
entirely different.

| went to see that project each year. The womemsleéses are putting different
programs into place. For example, one year theg wewing uniforms for girls going
back to school. (Girls were not allowed to go tbhal for years, and women were not
allowed to teach. The next year, women were beaingtit to plant kitchen gardens and
given seeds. They had to find their own land aragalblul so they could grow
vegetables. Next year, some of the women wereccadland given three weeks’ training
in how to raise chickens. Then they received 30kdns and a rooster and wire and
sticks to build chicken coops, so they could ggse@ne woman showed me the eggs
they collected that day. “I fed 125 to my childtérs month and sold the other 300 in the
market to buy shoes for my children.”, she said.th& same time, these little girls that |
first saw when | was there when Taliban was in poxtgo were not allowed to go to
school, were brought into underground schools. Weewunning underground schools.
In one area, where there was a large house, we &skene room for little girls to be
taught. The little girls would come in quietlytime day. The children were so anxious to
learn! Drinking up that kind of information thateh were being taught! Some Taliban
soldiers came out to say: “ We know what you'rendoilf you take our daughters in, we
won't say a word.” The next year (following the iban) girls were in school. Girls
between the ages of 9 and15 years did not ward totg school with really young
beginners. So we devised a special plan wherewald take the older girls give them
grades 1-3 condensed in one year, and then theyaggrade four, with girls more their
own size. Now there are four million girls in schddnfortunately, where there is
fighting going on, for example in the South, sdsdwve been destroyed and 2000 girls
are no longer able to attend.

The role of religion and its impact:

Where | travelled, is into the countryside. Them faur major cities, in the four corners
of the country. Seventy five per cent of the popatalives outside those cities and is, by
and large, not getting the attention of governmesdurces. Yes, there are new schools,
clinics and roads that connect those four citieg.iB the countryside, outside of those
four cities, the President of Afghanistan is reddrto as the mayor of Kabul. It is
important that much more be done in the countrg.digo out to the provinces of Gahzni
?? and Banya??... where the majority of people asarle®?, Shia people. They are the
main Shia population in that country. They arerttegority in their own little area, but

the minority in a Shia country and persecuted Brgwother community. So they know
what it is to try and strengthen and protect théweseagainst all the others trying to
attack them. Shoygun?? Valley is where | go.



Many of the young men who have been kidnapped &ywdr lords and brought into the
militia as their soldiers, and are then demobdiaed sent back to their villages, said to
us: “We want an education. We know nothing but howse a gun.” We said, “You
build the school. We will get teachers.” They figdrout how to do it, and told us: “We
are going to form a political party. We have a namslogan, and work for it. It is the
Pago (?) party... Pago (?) means crazy. The slogdhysu’re crazy enough to think
the future will be better, you join the Pago parBach one of us members has to go
away and make 2000 bricks.”

That's what they did. They built themselves a twom school: one room for the boys
and one for the girls. It would not win an architeal prize, but it serves its purpose.
Enlarged and enlarged, it has since become a coimnuamtre. They were elected
within the village, without anty interference framilitia or NGO's. They elected their
own shura ?? (local council). More and more vilkagepied it. 72 have now followed
suite. They now have a shura?? (local councilg} rgpresents the whole valley.

A friend stationed with the UN in Afghanistan catoesee it. They said they had never
seen anything like it. The people of the valleyd keken two decisions: 1) that there
should be no guns; and 2) that there would be ppips cultivated in the valley.
Wherever the growing of poppies was contravernhbd, local council went out and
themselves pulled out the poppy plants, and thendavho had planted them. What
bothered them next was that Banja?? town hadn’itgaict together to show the work
done by the local councils. This year on inteovai women'’s day, | got an e-mail from
a Canadian Afghan saying, "l want you to know weally have elected a shura ?? in
Banja?? town. It has 12 members, including 4 worfenthe first time in the history of
Afghanistan a woman has been elected to lead &.is$Sh great woman. She has
established her own business. She is the propsompeéo lead us. Now all the other
shurras?? in the valley are beginning to say: "Viatwo know how that happened". This
will have an impact. It was not done by dictatevidts done by people saying it must be
done; by these resilient people themselves. Theg haen survivors of so many various
impositions and yet they continue to struggle dmulrsothers their own creativity.
Galtung’s emphasised promoting creativity. Afgissam is a good example of what can
happen.

Third Panel Speaker: Graeme MacQueen:
(Insert his paper, the notes below are full of gaps

| will explore the realities of CPS in Afghanistdram a member of the .... working
group on Afghanistan for .... | speak on my own ligthecause two of our group live in
Afghanistan, and words may have impact on them.

Western peace orgs have operated since 1815 watige of relations to government,
from close collaboration to utter opposition ... @rbut risky zone of cooperation with
government. The Afghanistan case is important .eelrssks and possible potential...
need guidelines... for Canadian peace professiopsop®sed by CPS.



My convictions:

* CPS can never be a simple agent of government s.atid accountability of
NGOs. Even if (when) we are successful in gettimgepartment of Peace, and |
strongly support this effort, | still do not agrémat a CPS agency be wholly
dependent on the Government.

* CPS must look at the big picture and be commitbeal long term vision. There are
two main systems for dealing with conflicts: A veystem — based on an
integrated military ...; or we need to construall @eploy a peace system, legal
and cultural, without or minimal resort to forcneTUN was formed in part to
deal with this.... Committed to second...

* Need a set of clear guidelines... at a minimum tileviang:

o CPS will not use force. It may, at times, completrgaiice operations,
but it will not assist in war making;

o CPS will not violate international law;

o CPS will not assist a party to win;

o CPS will not serve the interest of the Canadiaregawient or population
at the expense of another;

o CPS will not violate the human rights of populagpar

o attack religions

The problematic for CPS is to be deployed wheeeGhnadian Government is fighting a
war.

Afghanistan: Apart from the Peace Initiative of CIDA thereshzeen no encouragement
for peace making. | am not making complaint, baaht to draw attention to what we
were told by CIDA and DFAIT from 94-99: “Afghanistas simply not very high on the
Canadian priority list.” This changed in 2000.dtnow the largest recipient of Canadian
aid. We are often told it was 2001 that changedydvimg -- not the events, but
particularly the interpretation and response. Ngithas inevitable. Both were promoted
by Bush. Both ultimately were accepted by the Carma@Government. Bush, the day
after 9-11, defined the events as acts of waraadérrorism. NATO accepted this and ...

Most centres, including McMaster, defined the esest crimes, and wanted them dealt
with by international courts. The US, India anché&d excepted, all 34 others favoured
extradition and treatment of the perpetrators emsicals. Even in the US, there was
powerful support for the use of international law2002, 83% of Americans wanted
them tried in international court. Bush was integdsn isolating and weakening the ICC.
There were several proposals to have Bin Ladem@ixéd to Pakistan and the...
international tribunal to decide where he shouldthed...

In my view, this was a war of aggression, based ahaim .. not on basis of...
international law. The Security council never sdumtretained.... None offered invasion
of Afghanistan.... And the invasion is illegal... Rweat afghan, invasion unwise and
illegal therefore not go to MOFA meeting on reconstion of Afghanistan.



There has been a major attempt to rehabilitatevdreas a system , undermined
international legal system, and growing ... of peace.

| worry about an invasion of Iran. On Feb 28, 20Chris Alexander, ex ambassador,
and NATO.... Both of these men presented the ess#ribe mission in Afghanistan as
being to combat terrorism. “They take their ordeosn Bin Laden and if we don’t stop
them in Afghanistan they will come for us here.”éOnust make a distinction between
hard core terrorists and those who are just fightithe former one must not talk to
...must assassinate their leaders.... Canadians diragtanst terrorism giving afghans
what they want.... Concluded that this best exengdifCanadian peace keeping mission!

| do not feel that a CPS mission could cooperath thie Government of Canada in
Afghanistan. Can we get beyond the flawed begimingvar? Don’t the good things
count? | believe we can redeem ourselves, butiartlye context of a comprehensive
peace process, dialogue with the Taliban — thi®ighe same as negotiations. The
proposal is numerous, multiple dialogues, includhgaida et al, and many disaffected
groups, in which one does not try to bring thenetbgr with NATO at all. Find out what
they want.... Without this attempt our current missi® wrong and it will fail. We have
no business finding and destroy in someone elseiatey. Given that NATO will
abandon Afghanistan as they have done so many.timesghy are we surprised at
bitterness to west, to the US. Afghans told us: ‘Wéee used like toilet paper; used and
then thrown away. When | wanted a surface to assit@ to use against USSR, | got it
instantly. Now | cannot get a pencil for my child.

Our policy and military mission was changed. | khinshould become a peace mission.
Not necessarily get our troops out now, if they change it into a peace mission.

What is the role of CPS in Afghanistanaf in current situation, it can do it in a way
which distances itself from govt. etc. .... multidkgpeace workMulti track or sectoral
peace work.Where you have expertise. Good at that. Also ¢chiasis peace professional.
Plus third training... how to use this sector of theo help with peace. Multi-track
peace work should be central to CPS peace work rk a@consultants to help shape
that sector in Afghanistan, to strengthen peace.

If it is to help the current Government of Canadamission, then | am not convinced
CPS should be there. Then CPS should work in Canada change the Canadian
mission Suppose Canadian military are taking part inl ewar, in extraordinarily
complex...

What if they were peace mission, asked by localdyis is the plan some have been
proposing (39 option). In this context, 3 roles for CPS:

* Multi-track peace consultation... part of what our organization has been doing in
the educational sector: workshops, peace educhéimg incorporated into the
formal, national curriculum, story books for chédr Help children and parents
understand effects of trauma. Happy but far morammgful if there were a peace
process at national level. CPS with expertise lreosector,



* In addition to multi trackpeace brigade, witnessing, election monitoring, CPS
distinctive uniforms, but more than taking orders, helping to frameehasks.

* There is a need for a great deal of listeningh botmal (for research) and
informal to all Afghans, to let them express tlggievances and sorrows which
become information for how to help them build th@an peace making capacity.

| could conclude that we need peace professioadlf)S, in Afghanistan; but not until
the Government of Canada changes its policy andiomto dialogue among parties to
the conflict.... With a dual training and multi-trapkace service... using a clear set of
guidelines....

QUESTIONS:

Question to Mr. Peabody Your reaction as to how the proposals that Drc@laeen has
made could possibly be received by the Canadiare$prand how you would integrate
what the Hon Flora MacDonald has been saying vwotlr yesearch?

Mr. Dave Peabody:My understanding is that the Canadian forces @ckan the
mission. Enlisted folks are not allowed to speakagainst the mission in any big way.
My experience..l have not heard anybody from forces saying thisnong. They take
the mandate they have been given, and say “howeanake this work”, as best they
can. Whether the mission is going to work, | cararwer that. If it did change, how
would it affect our work? My talk is not aimedaatalyzing conflict, only on reporting
what happened and letting people make their owrsidas. For me, | just have good
information.

QUESTION:
We think CIMIC ?? not unified.... What is your undarsding of how mission and civil
needs are understood?

ANSWER:

Mr. Dave Peabody:CIMIC ?? is gaining influence in the forces. Ohimg is that cold
war fighters are retiring and new officers now haxperience on ground, and therefore
have a better understanding of civil military imgaorce: different people; different
understanding of how to relate. There is no oneé-adeng rule and doctrine. We are
used to having different attitudes. Soldiers hafferént ideas. | do think a lot of them
are trying to find a way to work to de-conflict frmpoperate!)..more: how can we not
be in each other’s work?

QUESTION:

Women for Peace, Diane Mcintyre: The culture of Bawinning over the culture of
peace. Dr. MacQueen and Ms. MacDonald: What cadoue reinforce that we need
the ICC involved when there have been criminalwaf? The UN... doesn’t seem to
help. ICC doesn’t seem to apply. What we, with hiopeur hearts (the 83-85 % us who



felt should be taken to court) can do? We sit lesklly watching the landslide into the
next election, with no agenda ?? except reinfoutie of war.

Hon. Flora MacDonald — A number of those perpetrators hold positiothancurrent
Afghan government. So we know where to start. inigortant to make an effort to
change the way in which the media reports on Afgdtan. Canadians know what is
going there because of what they hear on the meldeve said to newspaper reporters,
“Come with me. And see what they are doing to owere their own problems.” They
say: “No Flora. It's not safe.” Sure, it's not salie the main streets of Ottawa | could get
run over by a car. But unless you try, you wort gnywhere. | try to get the Canadian
media better informed about what is really happgind not only in covering the
military aspects. That would be a great breakthinoug

Dr. Graeme MacQueen- On the use of the International Criminal CoWe need to

be persistent. A lot of people don’t get that IGGot there to assist war...it is to replace
it. In relation to the Iraq war. we made a point of referring it to their illegal/asion...
explained it according to the UN charterand why it matters a lot to human future. War
crimes were referred to as “supreme internationaieg’, because all other crimes are
contained within them. For example, lawyers agawest.. made Rumsfeld
uncomfortable when German court cited him... becafi$és action, .... We have to
start to make everybody accountableven if people laugh and say, Ha. Ha. Does that
mean we take Bush to court? Ha. Ha.

QUESTION:

Flora MacDonald spoke of the women in the group, raen. What | find, in having had
discussions in the Sudan and Columbia... is how dbegen to deal with the
military/militant mothers who are raising martyos fvar. They are an incredibly strong
force for war... How do we even begin to have disicunsswith mothers for martyrs.

Hon. Flora MacDonald: ...doing things which better inform the Canadian pxhill
have an influence on your second point. | heat &dm the Canadian military. | was the
first woman to ever have been on the National DefgDollege Training for a year on
how conflicts work around the world. | often askedalk to women, in various
categories, on what women can bring to their paldarcdisciplines. Whether Somalia or
Rwanda, nothing gets done until you learn how tokwath the individuals in that
country and learn what their problems are... Thesnisverlay of fear, but beyond that
they are still trying to raise their children, pid& health and educational services and
here you can cut across all sorts of other barteeget to what the conflict is all about.

QUESTION

Carl Stieren, journalist, Galtung says there has to be a space for aiocoajjpvernment
to form in Afghanistan. If we can’t, how can we Wa@s peace makers workers in
Afghanistan? Flora MacDonald was to show two meth&gabody suggests that we do
development under military control. We, as FrieQaskers would have to go to the
Taliban as well, so as not to be dealing with anlg party to the conflict. What were the
words of the song: “There is a crack. There isaglcin everything. That's where the



light gets in. | am seeing in .... where Care gat ifghanistan as the crack that gave the
people more power etc. and whether that might i@ fruitful solution that working
under the army?

QUESTION - Thank you for your stories, and your educatitm and Graeme for
analysis in an area that has been completely ignétew to be proactive? How to
prevent problems from becoming conflagrati@niestion: To the first speaker:
Operation Medusa, and the second operation was snopessful. Is the military learning
that a different kind of way of working could be raeffective? The public is certainly
not learning that there was a second kind of irgletion. They see only the War of terror.
My background is in peace studies... One cannot stalel peace, without
understanding war. If you want to go there now, liaue to ask serious questions about
neutrality ... and can you be neutral?

Mr. Dave Peabody Development in Afghanistan is part of the Afglcampact, a
guiding principle of stabilizing this country. | dd want to say you can't, but | cannot ...
CARE takes money from CIDA ..... how can CARE remagéutral? | don’t know. |
think the village sounds a lot like solidarity ...

Hon. Flora MacDonald: No! It's entirely different...

Mr. Dave Peabody ...the official story is that that locals are supg to elect their own
councils etc.

Hon. Flora MacDonald : the main group that | work with is a group cdlfeuture
Generations, to ensure that there are future geoesaBasic to it is the village council,
those who can get the work done. The people whigoruit to go with me, are people
who came from Afghanistan and who are making aesgcof their business here; and |
say to them, “Don’t you feel some need to share gouocess?” They are protégés that |
attract and leave them there.... But the things tey
1) work with local people to set up their own ongolagal governance. NSP ?? is
for a short period of time. Future generationsraxrefunded by GOC. They also
work with ensuring that they are getting suppastrirthe Dept of Education, or
Rural Rehabilitation of the Afghan Government, #meh make sure that there are
some people like Canadian Afghans who go with md,autside experts who
advise... that is, seed-scale... we start small, feeto scale ... we bring people
in and allow them to work over a period of timeisitlone with the joint action of
the people in the community and the people supppsedharge and outside
experts. And so that's how we put it all togetherTibet, Peru, Northern India,
Afghanistan, we work where there are high moustaecause that is where
fewer organizations go to work, and yet that is glteere are some of the most
vulnerable people. But we make sure we undersidnad the people involved
want...

QUESTIONS:



» Lester B. Pearson said “We prepare for war like@c®us giants, and for
peace like retarded pigmies.” Comments. Who ard #iiban today?
Who are the Canadian forces fighting? In 2000 ehezre only 2000
Taliban... mainly students... the US/NATO forces haled 4-5,000;
yet the Taliban are still appearing. My understagds that the presence
of the invaders are creating the Taliban.

» Joseph Kieran: | commend the Hon. Flora MacDondid.from
Burundi... bringing together local stakeholders, kradetc. Please coach
me in doing the same thing for Burundi. And anybuadhp is interested in
working on Burundi | would invite you to get in ttuwith me. There is
so much to do: academic, mediation, business, dpweint, local
government, gender issues.... If you are intimid#ted it is a
Francophone country, Burundi just joined the EACIitwill need to
learn English. My phone is (613) 695 2500, my elnsai
josephkira@yahoo.com

» After 500 years of colonialism, we as white peoptaild do better is to
surrender...

» Jadevitch .. Originally from Bosnia. | know whatneans to live in
conflict. I want peace for everybody, especially Adghani who through
history have suffered many — British, American, @tgasions. The three
D’s: defence, development, diplomacy.... We are eviyking on one.
And we have turned it into offence. | work as anauéte for
Afghanistan. There are two key issues: the natimsale is Afghanistan.
The international issue is Afghanistan. Why dor& metwork better and
go to Parliament and send this message to Canadiadsgyo to TV . If
you open the paper of yesterday .... Stop chasinipdral

ANSWERS

Mr. Dave Peabody who are Taliban? Good question! A word that isroged. It used to
mean foreign fighters... those against ‘us’ — In &bay drug dealers, tribal groups. ...
people who are angry we drove our tanks througin theps but did not compensate
them for it; or angry that other agencies haverdgst their opium crops. It's a
misnomer. As for the last question, | don’t knasvthere military learning? Who
knows? I've never been in combat. If someone shabimeet, would | save thirty men
under my command? There are so many differentoessof events. No idea, where it is
going; what will happen.

Dr. Graeme MacQueen Who are the Taliban? good question! Their origifbey have
been so thoroughly demonized in Canada. They areorse than the Mujahadeen. They
were more heavily funded by the CIA than any organever, with Pakistan. In
Kandahar, the Taliban were the groups that canaadhoffered people security. They
were Islamic students, refugees, etc. | do not w@nverstate ... but they actually were



welcomed into Kandahar. They did disarm a variétgroups. They did increase

security. They did advise women to go home. Butr#pe was reduced. They decided to
take over the whole country and became more rapestign others. They also destroyed
the opium crops. At that point, the West shouldehsent in help to change the economy.
All we said was, “who cares”. That's what our grom@s going to do. So | just want to
say that these people are not from outer spacéidanand some of them wish to be part
of the dialogue. Some of them mentioned that wendidtalk about underlying causes,
material conditions. We are soon going to be isigtin world oil production... 90% of

the oil is under Muslim control. The US is by faetlargest user of oil, and they are
trying to secure the oil. They are taking us fopelst We should not allow ourselves to be
duped.

Hon. Flora MacDonald: The Taliban are very amorphous and very haregseibe at
any given time. Yes, it began as lan said, not ankgabul but beyond, where they were
highly welcomed. Then militant folks took contraichbegan to lose the good will the
Taliban had built up. President Khazai said whewhs here in Canada that a military
solution was not going to be possible at all. Othargs need to be done. As long as the
bulk of the population’s needs are left unaddresséuht great group out there beyond
the four cities who are not being listened to dndk they are being ignored and feel they
have no kind of reception by their government is i source of concern by people that |
hear from. Unless we get something done for &g, say, then we are natural recruits
for the Taliban, because they will pay us; they halp us; they are doing things that the
government is not doing. And, therefore, we musetalong term, call it a Department
of Peace, but emphasize the need for equitablelal@went for the whole country of
Afghanistan, and don’t give them nowhere else tbgjato the Taliban, whom we are
trying to control. And, yes, we (the Afghan CPSfeoence panel) will go on television!



