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DRC STATISTICS

3rd largest country in Africa with abundant natural 
resources
Diamonds, gold, crude oil, copper, cobalt, coltan
Hydraulic power potential
Dense tropical rainforest in central river basin and 
eastern highlands
“DRC’s greatest resource are its brilliant and resilient 
women and girls”
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

30+ years of bad governance / corruption
DRC conflict in 90s deadliest since WW II
14 armed groups + 3 rebel Congolese 
movements + innumerable militias
Already weak economic & social structures 
collapsed during conflict
UN largest-ever peacekeeping force of over 
17,000 has been in DRC since 2000 
3,000 additional deployed recently



RECENT CHRONOLOGY

1999 & 2003: Peace agreements signed

2003-6: Interim coalition government
2004-5: Participatory Poverty Appraisal/PPA

2006: Poverty Reduction Strategy and 
Growth Paper/PRSGP approved by World 
Bank

1st national elections held in 2006
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PPA
10 NGOs covered all 11 provinces over 8 months 
470 local sites in 94 of 145 districts in DRC
3 levels of consultation:

Village/quartier
Territoire/commune
Province

35,750 participants
Citizens
Faith based organizations
Labor unions 
Women’s groups
Youth organizations
National & local public servants
Political representatives



POVERTY in DRC

Estimated population 62 million is among poorest in 
world - 75% population living on less than $1/day
Among the world’s ten countries with lowest Human 
Development Index [HDI = 0.411]
Negative growth since the mid-70s
2001 real GDP/capita = 20% of 1974 GDP
Economic downturn            high levels of 
unemployment
Marital conflict and dysfunctional families are among 
the intangible, dire consequences of poverty 
The very foundation of society, the Congolese 
family, is in crisis



Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW / DRC)

“The Committee is concerned that in the post-war transition 
period, the promotion of women’s human rights and gender 
equality is not seen as a priority, in particular in efforts to 
address the consequences of armed conflict and in the peace-
building and reconstruction processes.  It is also concerned 
about the small number of women in leadership positions.

While recognizing the efforts undertaken by the State party 
aimed at the reconstruction of the country and its socio-
economic fabric after the long years of armed conflict, including 
the repatriation, rehabilitation and resettlement of refuges and
internally displaced persons, the majority of whom are women, 
the Committee is concerned that the widespread poverty 
among women and the poor socio-economic conditions are 
among the causes of the violations of women’s human rights 
and discrimination against them.”



PPA FINDINGS: WOMEN

“She of a thousand arms”

 



WOMEN PROVIDERS

The household economy of DRC rests on the 
shoulders of Congolese females
Engaged mostly in farming and the informal 
sector

Saddled with the bulk of agricultural work, 
firewood gathering, water hauling, and child 
care, females have suffered an increase in 
their labor burdens as the economy has 
deteriorated
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STATUS OF WOMEN

Congolese females of all ages have the 
socio-economic status of second-class 
persons – women are perceived as less 
worthy than men in legal, economic, social, 
and political terms 

From a very early age females are socialized 
to believe their aim in life is to serve and 
obey males and bear them children



EDUCATION OF FEMALES

The vast majority of families favors the education of 
boys over girls, depriving females of the right to 
literacy and education and, consequently, to a better 
life
Deprived of education and opportunities to develop 
their personal and collective leadership potential, 
females must abide by the dictates of male decision-
makers in both private and public spheres of life
There is widespread increase in teen pregnancies 
and teen prostitution due to immature marriage and 
maternity



WOMEN ARE OVERWORKED
For the majority of Congolese families, the work in 
agricultural fields is divided along gender lines. 
Men are responsible for cutting trees, clearing, 
preparing the ground and slash-and-burn – for any 
specific field these initial tasks do not recur.
In contrast, women are in charge of seeding, hoeing 
and harvesting – all constantly recurring tasks. 
Women also fish, raise poultry, do crafts, and 
manufacture alcohol, charcoal, soap, etc.
“Everywhere consulted the majority of women are 
working too much, resting too little, and hardly 
eating” (Katanga province final PPA report)



WOMEN AS CHEAP LABOR

In many communities females are reified as 
objects to be acquired by dowry and/or as 
cheap rural labor, also referred to as 
“machines”
Males regard polygamy as a source of 
wealth; females would like it abolished 
PPA daily and seasonal calendars show 
females working 14 to 18 hrs/day in contrast 
to males’ 2 to 6 hrs/day – this results in poor 
health and premature ageing and death
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WOMEN HAVE NO AUTONOMY

In the majority of cases, married women 
must obtain their spouses’ consent to have a 
job, travel, or seek credit 
Wives are poor because, in spite of doing 
most of the work, their husbands have total 
control over resources 
The poverty of males is compensated for by 
the psychological power they wield over 
females and their economic power over 
female productivity



DEPRIVED OF RIGHTS
Females are deprived of their reproductive rights, 
having little or no access to family planning and safe 
sex methods, they simply must abide by their 
spouses’ wishes and end up having too many 
pregnancies too close to each other 
The majority of Congolese women has no access to 
social services, including to pre and post natal care, 
as these are non-existent and/or unaffordable
Females do not have the right to inherit. On the 
contrary, they are treated as goods or objects to be 
inherited. Therefore widows and their children are 
among the most destitute



DEPRIVED OF RIGHTS
Very few Congolese women own land, a 
fundamental source of wealth. Even in matriarchal 
societies, males exercise control over economic 
activities.
Females are deprived of the right to speak their 
minds in male dominated gatherings such as family 
circles, community councils, palavers, etc.
In the majority of households as well as 
communities, males have control over important 
decision-making and resources, stripping females of 
their rights and possessions and subjugating them 
into life-long dependence



LOW SELF ESTEEM & 
VULNERABILITY

Large numbers of Congolese women suffer from low 
self-esteem and inferiority complex
A great number of females are victims of constant 
sexual harassment and/or violence whether at 
school, at home, at the work place, or at the 
community. These victims seldom are offered 
professional help or are able seek justice for fear of 
the consequences and/or dearth of services
Females of all ages are more vulnerable than males 
to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS due 
to rape and adulterous husbands who are against 
the use of condoms
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“The Forgotten War”

5.4 million people have died in DRC since 1998 
45,000 people continue to die every month – most 
deaths are from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhea, 
pneumonia, and other preventable diseases 
Current national mortality rate is approximately 60 
percent higher than the Sub-Saharan average 
Poor living conditions are severely aggravated by 
war
Rape remains a constant reality. 



DRIVING FORCES BEHIND 
ARMED CONFLICT IN DRC

Economic: 
Natural resources, in particular coltan or tantalum,��������
�	
�� ��
��	�� �	�	������� � 	
� ����
��	�� �����
�
��
�
�����������
����������������������
���
��	�����	
�

�������	��
���
������	�����
�	���
	�����
������

�	������������	����
�����
	���
	��
�
������	���������
�����



Katsuo Yusuke Takage©



Katsuo Yusuke Takage©



WAR AGAINST WOMEN

200,000 women and girls have been raped, 
some victims as young as three years old.
Armed groups violate, mutilate, torture, and 
infect women with HIV/AIDS as a weapon of 
war
Both the Congolese army and rebel forces 
use rape to tear apart families, spread 
disease, and weaken communities. 
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WAR AGAINST WOMEN

Women are often victimized doubly: 
first by their rapists 

secondly by spouses or family members 
who then find it dishonorable or socially 
unacceptable to associate with them

Blatant crime against humanity
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Relevance of CPSC to 
Conflict in DRC

Armed conflict and war are aggregate terms 
that veil gender differentials such as sexual 
violence, rape, HIV/AIDS, forced female 
labor, constant fear and insecurity, and so 
on. 

They veil the truth that there is a war against 
women, a war with significant personal and 
social consequences long after the official 
cease of hostilities.



Relevance of CPSC to 
Conflict in DRC

CPSC to embrace a multidimensional 
understanding of conflict encompassing not 
only armed conflict but also gender 
differentials, ethnic rivalries, social exclusion, 
and family violence. 

CPSC efforts need to be grounded in social, 
economic, and cultural knowledge of local 
beliefs, values, and conditions.



Relevance of CPSC to 
Conflict in DRC

Lasting peace and development are 
intricately related to respect of human rights 
and empowerment – social, economic, and 
political.  

CPSC efforts not to lose sight of these long-
term goals by promoting initiatives to foster a 
paradigm change that empowers Congolese 
women to decide and exercise increased 
control over their private and public lives



Relevance of CPSC to 
Conflict in DRC

CPSC must involve the participation of 
representatives of all stakeholder groups, 
making sure to include those usually 
excluded. 
Need to safeguard inclusion by use of 
participatory skills/techniques such as: 

Stakeholder Analysis
Participatory Gender Analysis 
Participatory Needs Assessment
Participatory Strategic Planning
Participatory Monitoring & Evaluation 



Relevance of CPSC to 
Conflict in DRC

Myriad peace building approaches are now 
being used; CPSC offers value added:

offers a sustained nonviolent response to conflict 
and warfare
institutes a centralized repository of practitioners 
and lessons learned - increasing the potential for 
dissemination and scaling up
creates the nurturing conditions for socio-
economic innovation from below with support 
from above
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