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Presentation:

The most sacred place in this territory are theudlee Falls, and the message for that
sacred place is to listen.

What we know is that prior to colonization thereswgender equality and there is less
now. It is interesting to read that after the Jsstemoved boys from home to educate
them in the ways of civilization, they realized tthlaey needed to educate the girls too,
because ours was a matriarchal society.

It is important to know where we have come from.eNlyou say that Canada has much
to offer in peace, | hope you are saying that m#eof lessons learned from its very
brutal tribal history.

1984/85 met with political leaders that chargesualvafe beating should be raised, with
reasonable and probable grounds. In Nova Scoteptsition was that charges could
only be laid after a beating had taken place. Wedsdoes that mean men get one free
beating before charges are laid?

Public education as a way of trying to prevent vi@nce: An RCMP officer tried to go
out with me. He had no idea that his wife was oheur clients. So was the wife of the
judge who was hearing the case. The judge’s wifi@lliff became strong enough to
charge him and he was removed from the bench.

Regarding sexual orientation: Women are stopped at the border, strip searcheti, a
sent back at the border for being lesbians. Noectine steps are taken.

Regarding aboriginal women: From 1988-1995, 32 women went missing on what
became known as the Highway of Tears. There wamvestigation. Then one white
woman went missing, and there was a great huergrfdom media.

Regarding the struggle of women as a human righttt has been a long struggle to
place the struggle of women into the context of anomights, as well as connecting grass
roots violence internationally. Rape is only rebeatknowledged as an act of war, as an
act of genocide.

What we are still dealing with:

Women’s Shelters:In Ottawa we have six shelters for women. Theyadiréull, all the
time. All the shelters everywhere are all full. Tiehildren of women who were
previously in the shelters are coming in now

Women with disabilities: The record is dismal. Aborignal women: The redsrdismal.
Youth in schools: Youth are bombarded with messagesolence and sexism like we



have never seen before. We need boys and girtetavihat gender respect feels like; not
just to receive the negative messages.

Accreditation: We have done all this work around violence, humghts, without any
formal accreditation. The question is, what wilirf@al accreditation benefit? Who will
that benefit? Until Amnesty International becameoimed, no other group came to us.
There was a terrible stigma attached to our wotkdying psychology at the University
of Waterloo, and looking into whether antidepressanight have something to do with
violence, they looked at me as though | was biabkeding the field professionalized:
When | look at what we have done without that,dllsequestion the concept. Without a
strong role for women, | am not optimistic.

What Canadians have to offer:Aboriginals did not get the vote in Canada tilB6091In
the past, the Canadian system and reserves wealiedtoy South Africa. It is important
to teach this history. It is shameful that we démdw that. Girls were put into typing
and home economics. Guys were put into shop oeoaéinpp Support jobs were advertised
for women. Management for men.... It has been g kiruggle around violence against
women and we are not there yet. In Ottawa, 27%®hbmeless are women. You would
be shocked at the violence against them. The aitrearkers know. The rest have no
idea.

Barriers to leadership:

Gender: | hear comments like: “She only works with womerh @ell, I'm not a
feminist. I'm for human rights.” The Status of Wemhas been decimated. Women's
funding has been gutted. Yet there is no hue amndfrom human rights groups.
Aboriginal treaties are not passed. They havethast lands. | am very concerned about
the downsizing of the health system, about the ool of social services. The cost to
women is phenomenal. | do so so much work with tflare workers. They are very
concerned about the disconnect between policy artetipatory outreach.

Child protection: There is strong child protection. Unfortunatelycdmes with over-
surveillance of aboriginal people. In a situatiamere a parent is involved with
addiction, when identified, they apprehend thedrkih; or, if you don't have children,
you lose your housing, you have no address, atitbwt an address you lose your job,
you have no income. Then comes prostitution, aadsiblence is unbelievable.

How to lower violence: Therefore, how do we change the conditions thampte
conditions to lower violence? Have addiction treatincentres for women. There are
now more children in Children's Aid: 1 in 10 of theare Aboriginal, as opposed to 1 in
200 for the rest of the population.

We need women to do something about thafhere is a direct relationship between
policy that was not well thought out and the viglerand death of women. We need to
expand the notion of human rights; what we arergskne women. We need to talk to



key informants and then bring women together. Wé&een saying this for 25 years.
What we need now is some action.

Regarding The Civilian Peace Service Canada (CPSJhe outcomes of what you are
trying to do here through the CPSC. Do all thergad to that discussion have a gender
analysis perspective? We need to situate gendiéreimandate; in the objective; in the
issues; also, how to engage youth; how to includéh bn the CPSC notion of
accreditation. Our youth are not being challen@mthey are finding ways to challenge
themselves. Use rap and hip hop as a way of giviagn a message. Open up our minds.
Open up. Get more creative.



